
The STuTe
The Student Newspaper of Stevens Institute of Technology since 1904

Okay, we lied
about that...

... we will publish on
Saturday to make 

up for it.

Friday, February 21, 2014 Volume CXI, Issue 20www.TheStute.com Star-Ledger provided on campus compliments of The Stute.

by OLIVIA MARTINDALE

Courtesy of Wei Li

Professor Stamnes celebrated 40 years of research at Stevens along with numerous other achievements this past 
Valentine's Day.

KSA hosts celebration 
in honor of Korean 

Lunar New Year
Carnevale a Venezia - 

Carnival of Venice

Who would’ve thought that I’d 
ever ride in a gondola in Venice 
on Valentine’s Day? I certainly 
didn’t think so, until it...

Full op-ed on page 2

-Studying Abroad-

Though very belated, the Kore-
an Student Association (KSA) of 
Stevens hosted a very tasty event 
in honor of the...

 Full story on page 6

Women’s swimming 
in second place 

for first day of E8 
Championships

Pussy Riot members 
briefly detained amid 

Sochi tension

SSI - The 13th-ranked Ste-
vens Institute of Technology 
women’s swimming team...

SOCHI, Russia (AP) — Rus-
sian punk group Pussy Riot 
burst onto the Olympic scene 
Tuesday when two of...
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Alpha Sigma Phi wins Safe 
Driving pledge contest

Saturday sessions being 
considered for missed classes

Andrew Revkin gives "green" lecture

Professor Stamnes celebrates 
40 years of research at Stevens

"Sergeant" Candela's Improv 
Show helps heal lonely hearts

Talk gives insight into creating a sustainable path for humanity

When the Greek 
community at Stevens 
was notified of a contest 
to win money for their 
national fraternity, 
houses jumped at the 
chance to win. 

The contest was 
sponsored by Plymouth 
Rock Assurance. The 
task was simple, sign a 
pledge to remain focused 
on the road while 

driving, not on other 
activities. 

Where some houses 
faltered, others took the 
initiative to win. Alpha 
Sigma Phi emerged 
victorious by getting 
898 pledges in the name 
of their fraternity. Phi 
Sigma Sigma came 
second with 369, while 
Theta Phi Alpha was 
third with 340.

As winners they have 
won $2500 for their 
national philanthropy.

Interestingly enough, 
Alpha Sigma Phi does not 
have one philanthropy, 
but five for each of the 
Fraternity's Five Values.

Stevens might be 
paying for all those snow 
days soon.

Students on campus 
were surprised to hear that 
plans to hold Saturday 
classes are being created 
due to the numerous snow 
days this semester.

The plan was revealed 

in a memo sent out to 
staff, which was then 
forwarded to students of 
various classes.

As the announcement 
has not been sent out to 
students as of Thursday 
night, there may be 
modifications made to this 
schedule change.

On Wednesday, February 
19, at 3:00 p.m., a guest 
speaker named Andrew 
Revkin visited Stevens 
to give his lecture about 
Greening the Planet. Light 
refreshments and drinks 
were served as students and 
professors gathered into BC 
122. Co-sponsored by the 
Center for Stevens Science 
Writings and the Stevens 
Green Team, Revkin’s 
lecture was the first of 
ESW’s semesterly Lecture 
Series. Revkin’s lecture 
gave insight to the audience 
about how there is plenty of 
evidence to suggest that it 
is possible for the younger 
generations of today to lead 
the creation of a sustainable 
path for humanity this 
century. 

Speaker Andrew 
Revkin is a distinguished 
environmental writer 
who writes the Dot Earth 
blog for the NY Times’ 
Opinion section and 
is currently the Senior 
Fellow for Environmental 
Understanding at Pace 
Academy. In the past, 
Revkin has been heavily 
involved in the Discover 
Magazine and Science 

Digest and has written books 
such as “The North Was 
Here: Puzzles and Perils 
at the Top of the World” 
and “The Burning Season: 
The Murder of Chico 
Mendes and the Fight for 
the Amazon Rain Forest.” 
In addition, two films have 
been produced based off of 
his work, one called “The 
Burning Season” and the 
other called “Rock Star.” As 
if that isn’t enough, Revkin 
is also involved in musical 
endeavors and produced 
his first album, A Very 
Fine Line, which contained 
music of a variety of 
sounds, ranging from Celtic 
to twangy and from stirring 
to sweet.

Stepping aside from 
Revkin’s numerous 
accomplishments to his 
lecture, Revkin started by 
speaking about his personal 
experiences growing up 
with the public perception 
that the state of the Earth’s 
environment was dire 
(which wasn’t helped by 
the Cold War) and that the 
main perpetrators are the 
big companies that consume 
tons of non-renewable fossil 
fuel energy. He then went on 
to explain that while it is true 
that big companies consume 

enormous quantities of 
energy, the “Woe is Me 
and Shame on You” model 
of individuals perceiving 
the world isn’t suitable. 
Individuals consume fossil 
fuel energy as well and their 
cumulative impact on the 
environment is noticeable. 
Revkin described the 
‘human thirst for energy’ 
and the fact that energy is 
the lifeblood to keep our 
civilization running. 

Revkin explained how 
news in science is often 
shaved off and polished 
before it finally reaches the 
public press as a small article 
pushed to the side of the 
paper. He told the audience 
about his experience as a 
journalist for 31 years and 
about his first story written 
about global warming. In 
2005, Revkin shifted lenses 
to further analyze the social 
science aspect of climate 
change, such as how people 
are perceiving and taking 
in this information about 
the Earth’s environmental 
state. He then went back to 
explaining that our thirst 
for energy dominates our 
long term understanding of 
risks, demonstrated by our 
continued use of fossil fuels.

Shifting gears in 

the discussion, Revkin 
expressed his optimism for 
our ability and potential to 
create a sustainable path, 
especially focusing on the 
younger generations of 
today. That even with a 
hard-nosed examination 
of global trends and the 
overall destruction of 
the environment from 
us humans, it is still 
possible for a sustainable 
path. Revkin strongly 
emphasized the importance 
of the Information Age and 
that all this information 
(a global instantaneous 
soup of ideas) available 
can make a difference in 
educating others. Of course, 
there is a lot of noise in the 
internet and some news is 
distorted to fit set opinions 
of others (cue the articles 
denying climate change). 
But the arrival of the 
hashtag has become a good 
measure of streamlining 
the information a person 
may seek and according to 
Revkin, data has meaning 
if presented in a meaningful 
way. There are so many 
possibilities for what can 
be utilized with just a click 
away: network learning, 

The year 2014 has barely 
started, and already it’s a very 
special year for Professor 
Knut Stamnes, Department 
Chair and respected leader 
of the Department of Physics 
& Engineering Physics. Not 
only was his 70th birthday 
on the 7th, but this year 
also commemorated his 
40th year of research at 
Stevens. These milestones, 
along with the myriad of 
his achievements, were 
commemorated throughout 
the day on February 14th in 
Bissinger.

Dr. Knut Stamnes 
obtained his B.S. in Physics 
at University of Norway, 
his Master’s at University 

of Colorado –Boulder, 
and his doctoral degree at 
the University of Alaska – 
Fairbanks. He has been an 
associate of Stevens and the 
PEP department for most of 
his life, but interspersed with 
his employment here he has 
made affiliations and ties 
with members of prestigious 
organizations like NASA, 
NORUT (Northern Research 
Institute – Norway), 
JAXA, NOAA – such tight 
connections that members 
of these institutions and 
more spoke on behalf of Dr. 
Stamnes and his noteworthy 
accomplishments.

Though Professor 
Stamnes clearly holds 
great power and is a highly 
respected figure, he was 

praised throughout the day 
as a benevolent man, as a 
beloved teacher and friend.

“I think the world of 
Professor Stamnes,” began 
Dean Michael Bruno, 
formerly Director of 
Davidson Laboratory and 
the Center for Maritime 
Systems. “He is a remarkable 
scientist, but I had the luck to 
work with him as a teacher 
as well.”

“He is the department 
director I try to be,” 
remarked Dr. Rainer Martini, 
current co-department chair. 
“I do my best to follow 
his example and keep the 
physics department the way 
he forged it, because look 

by JULIA TSAOUSSIS

by LIANA CURRY

While many students 
bought roses, chocolates, 
and candlelit dinners 
for their lovers, some 
of the less financially 
successful members of 
campus saved money 
attending the premiere 
of Off-Center’s “Lonely 
Hearts Club Improv 
Show”. 

This set of skits 
(hereafter referred to as 
“games” in deference to 
Off-Center’s term) was 
catered to those lonely 
souls feeling left out of 
the holiday festivities by 
the absence of a loved 
one. 

As if to stress this 
point, the first section 
presented after the 
club’s usual “Ask the 
Expert” was an interview 
between “Sergeant” 
(Club President) Declan 
Candela and a chosen 
member of the audience 
concerning their 
Valentine’s Day. 

The only restrictions 
on the story were that 
it could be neither 
boring nor could the 
inconvenience caused 
be minor. In the 
“Sergeant”’s words, 
“if you have an awful 
(story about your 2014 
Valentine’s Day) and 
you’re here to forget 
it, we want you in that 
chair”. 

A couple, Danielle 

and Ben, stepped up to the 
plate. Danielle, a senior 
majoring in Family Studies 
at Montclair University, 
and Ben, a 4/6 Computer 
Science major here, were 
planning on attending an 
improvisation comedy 
show at her school held by 
Montclair counterparts the 
Players. 

Since Montclair had 
closed for the day because 
of snow, the show, named 
after an unprintable 
acronym rhyming with 
milk, was cancelled. 

The couple decided to 
relax at Ben’s place, but 
on the way back home, 
his car was stuck where he 
parked it. Note that he was 
not at the university at this 
time. 

The poor kid spotted 
a shovel and asked the 
man who owned it for 
permission to use the 
shovel. After much hassle 
and hilarity, not helped 
by the man’s practically 
immediate desire to call 
the police, the couple was 
able to make it home.

Other games centered 
around Valentine’s Day 
include one centered on 
the interactions between 
a couple consisting of a 
cheap man and his long-
suffering girlfriend at a 
restaurant on a date the 
day after Valentine’s Day. 

The male figure took 
pride in his cheapness 
because of the abundance 
of funds he could allocate 

to events like Valentine’s 
Day; to stress this point, 
he confessed to having 
“ordered (gifts for his 
girlfriend) two months 
after Christmas” so that he 
could save money. 

The girl, Jessica, lost 
her temper at hearing that 
she could only order $4.00 
wine as well as only being 
able to stay at the table for 
less than ten minutes. 

In response to her 
significant other yelling at 
her to eat as much bread, 
the only food available, 
as possible, she screamed, 
“The bread is stale!”.  The 
male figure, ignorant to 
the reason for her anger, 
yelled to “chew harder”. 

Some portions of the 
show were meant to fool 
the viewer’s perception. 
For example, a restaurant 
patron (henceforth referred 
to as Man # 1) was waiting 
in a restaurant looking like 
the typical forsaken date. 
He asked the waiter for the 
time, to which the waiter 
replied, “32 years”. 

Said waiter tried to 
convince Man #1 to forsake 
waiting while serving 
him a glass of water with 
lemon.  Man #2 had been 
waiting for 20 years at 
the same restaurant, a few 
tables away. The waiter 
gave Man #2 an empty 
glass.  

At this point, the 
audience was meant to 
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Carnevale a Venezia - Carnival of Venice

Ralph Moscato
Editor-in-Chief

The Stute

Who would’ve thought 
that I’d ever ride in a gon-
dola in Venice on Valen-
tine’s Day? I certainly 
didn’t think so, until it 
happened! My room-
mates and a couple of 
other friends we met in our 
classes arranged our trip 
to Venice for the opening 
weekend of Carnevale. We 
took a high-speed train, 
which was much more 
comfortable than I had an-
ticipated without costing 
a fortune. This brought us 
from Florence to Venice in 
just two hours. As soon as 
we stepped out of the San-
ta Lucia train station, the 
beauty of Venice greeted 
us with the Grand Canal. It 
was brilliantly sunny out, 
which made the water glis-
ten and opportunities for 
taking pictures endless.

The “streets” in Venice 
are essentially the canals, 
which even have boat taxis 
and buses. We didn’t take 
either of these at all during 
our stay. Instead, we ven-
tured through the excep-
tionally narrow alleyways 
and across the astound-
ing number of bridges by 
foot. I call them alley-
ways because that is truly 
what all of them are – it is 
rare to be able to fit more 
than two people side by 
side while going through 
them. We quickly learned 
that attempting to navi-
gate through Venice using 
maps is useless. Instead, 
we questioningly followed 
spray-painted signs on 
buildings that indicated 
multiple routes to “Ponte 
Rialto” and “San Marco”. 
Luckily, these signs did 
lead us to their indicated 
destinations. The Ponte 
Rialto was a marvel. We 
spent at least a couple of 
hours each day just stand-
ing on the bridge, soaking 

in the picturesque scene 
commonly featured on 
postcards from Venice.

While the sun was still 
shining brightly, we de-
cided to take a ride on a 
gondola. We did not add 
the extra expense of hav-
ing the gondolier sing 
to us; instead, we were 
surprised with a handful 
of interesting little facts 
about Venice during our 
ride. Ponte dei Sospiri, or 
the Bridge of Sighs, was 
one of the first bridges that 
we passed underneath; it 
links Doge’s Palace with 
the prisons of Venice. A 
short while later, the old-
est bridge in Florence was 
pointed out to us as we 
rode underneath of it. It 
was the tiniest bridge and 
there wasn’t anything sig-
nificant that would indi-
cate that it was the oldest, 
but I trusted the gondolier, 
who is a native of Venice, 
to know the history of his 
city. We learned that Ven-
ice is comprised of 118 is-
lands and that each island 
has its own church; this 
was done so that Venetians 
never had to cross a bridge 
or go very far to get to 
church.

Of course, while in 
Venice, we had to visit its 
most famous church: San 
Marco. I was thoroughly 
upset that I could not take 
pictures inside the church, 
because it was absolutely 
breathtaking. The num-
ber of frescoes and mosa-
ics, as well as sculptures 
and unique chandeliers 
was amazing. I was in awe 
and sad that our tour in-
side went by so quickly. 
Piazza San Marco was 
of course exceptionally 
lively. It was full of tour-
ists, but because it was the 
opening weekend of Car-
nevale, there was much 
more to see as well. Every 
few minutes, we’d pass 

by a group of people in 
costume. These costumes 
were simply gorgeous and 
so detailed that they le-
gitimately looked like they 
were from centuries past. 
I cannot forget to mention 
the masks – these were 
exceptional as well. All of 
them were so unique; there 
is no way that I would 
ever be able to choose a 
favorite. Somehow, I was 
able to choose one mask 
to purchase from a vendor 
in Piazza San Marco. On 
opening day of Carnevale, 
I wore my mask on our 
ventures through the city. 
Where, or even when else 
would it be acceptable to 
walk around in a mask all 
day? 

My mask was one sou-
venir, but it was not my 
favorite souvenir from the 
trip. As we were leaving 
Piazza San Marco, we en-
countered a group of street 
performers. These street 
performers were not in 
costume, did not do any-
thing acrobatic, and were 
not comedians either. In-
stead, they were a group of 
five violinists who played 
magnificent pieces that are 
familiar to many, includ-
ing me. Unfortunately, I 
am not musically inclined 
enough to know the names 
of the pieces off the top 
of my head. We were very 
pleased to encounter this 
group one last time the 
following morning, as we 
were entering the train 
station. We listened to a 
couple more pieces before 
boarding the train and I am 
very happy that I made the 
decision to purchase one 
of their CDs, titled “Res-
piro di Note”. I learned 
that they call themselves 
“I Virtuosi del Violino”. 
I’m sure that their music 
will help get me through 
many of my studies here 
and back in the U.S.

One of the rules of the 
Internet is that there are no 
rules. This fact was most 
recently demonstrated by 
something called Twitch 
Plays Pokemon. [1] For 
those not familiar, Twitch.
tv is a popular streaming 
platform that gamers use to 
broadcast their gameplay. 
One user decided to start 
streaming Pokemon Red, 
but with a twist: gameplay 
is determined by commands 
that other users type in the 
chat console. The result 
was 80,000 people trying 
to play Pokemon Red at the 
same time. And yes, most 
of them are trolls. The game 
became pure anarchy, to the 
point where it would take 
hours to perform a simple 
task. Then there is Twitch 
Plays Pokemon Plays Te-
tris, which takes the com-

mands from Pokemon and 
uses them for Tetris instead, 
which obviously is even 
worse since the commands 
for Pokemon do not make 
sense in Tetris.

Twitch Plays Pokemon 
is simple. An emulator is 
running Pokemon Red on 
a computer. Meanwhile, a 
bot is monitoring the chat 
stream and applying the 
commands to the game. 
It all started about a week 
ago, and has escalated ex-
ponentially. Over time the 
original author has intro-
duced new features. For 
example, if 75% of users 
vote for democracy, the 
game will enter democracy 
mode where game com-
mands must be voted on 
before they are applied to 
the game. However, the In-
ternet is hardly willing to 
let something like that hap-
pen, so as of the writing of 

this article the game is still 
in anarchy mode, where 
every command is applied 
immediately. The page has 
been viewed over 10 mil-
lion times, with a peak of 
81,000 users watching at 
any given time.

"I didn't really have any 
plans for it from the begin-
ning," the creator of Twitch 
Plays Pokemon said in an 
email to gaming site Poly-
gon. "I just wanted to put 
it up to see how people 
would respond. I put it to-
gether and put it up on a 
dedicated server all within 
a few days." [2] The creator 
is from Australia, but  has 
chosen to remain anony-
mous. The creator's hope is 
that the game will eventu-
ally reach the Elite Four and 
win. However, the likeli-
hood of that happening is 

As an avid television fan who follows 
entertainment news regularly, there’s noth-
ing worse than “spoilers.” With DVRs and 
streaming services like Netflix and Hulu, 
time-shifted viewing of television shows 
has greatly increased. If you’re not watch-
ing a show live and are on social media 
sites when it airs, prepare for a stream full 
of spoilers that could ruin a huge plot de-
velopment for you.

The amount of time you have to remain 
spoiler-free decreases as the popularity of 
the show increases. Some events of a larger 
scale make this especially difficult. Take 
for example, the Winter Olympics airing on 
NBC this month. Because they take place 
in a different time zone but are still aired 
in the U.S. at primetime, the Olympics are 
easily ruined for those who can’t stay away 
from certain websites.

It’s impossible for NBC to please every-
one because of the location of the Games 
and the time differences in the U.S. alone. 
However, it’s a shame that finding out who 
won the gold medal can be so easy. If you 
visit NBC’s official website for the Olym-
pics, the first headline you’ll see is the lat-
est result to come out of Sochi. Or look 
back to the London Olympics in 2012, 
when NBC apologized for an error it made 
during the primetime coverage. In a promo 
for the Today Show, U.S. Olympic swim-
mer Missy Franklin was shown seeing her 
parents for the first time since winning the 
gold medal in one of her events. Except, 
that race hadn’t aired yet! Viewers who 
were watching the Games that night saw 
that promo during the commercials before 
her event was aired.

A few days ago, I turned on a local news 
channel around midday only to find Olym-
pics spoilers scrolling across the bottom of 
the screen. I understand the events in Sochi 
are big news stories, especially when they 
relate to a U.S. athlete. But those events 
had only happened a few hours earlier and 
NBC wasn’t going to air them until almost 
ten hours later during primetime.

NBC has provided live streams on its 
website and multiple cable networks. How-
ever, not everyone can watch the programs 
live. I'm not sure what the best option is, 
but it makes it hard to enjoy something 
when you already know how it ends.

The simple solution to this problem is to 
just avoid all news and social media web-
sites until you can watch a show live. But, 
hopefully you can avoid spoilers in the 
meantime.
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Campus pulseTwitch plays Pokemon
-Senioritis-

HOWIE ALLEN

Senior Mechanical 
Engineering Major

Date: 2/24
Meaning: In honor of 
CECP

Date: Monday, February 25th
Meaning: In honor of National 
Eating Disorders Association and 
National Eating Disorders Aware-
ness Week.

Date: 2/26
Meaning:  Empire State 
Building

Date: 2/21 
Meaning: Empire State 
Building

Date: 2/22
Meaning: Empire State 
Building

Date: 2/23
Meaning:  Empire State 
Building

Date: 2/27
Meaning: In honor of the 
20th Anniversary of 
STOMP

RedShift Creative Magazine is looking for your help! There are several positions available, 

including Editor in Chief, Managing Editor, and several more!

For more information, come to our weekly meetings at 9:00 p.m. in BC 202!

FRANKIE "CHOPS" 
GUARINI

Sophomore Art & 
Technology  and 

Science, Technology & 
Society Double Major

Roving Reporter: 
“How do you feel about the 

new schedule changes?"

"I have prior 
obligations, I'm 

not going."

-Chris Warren

"Hate it, but it's needed."

-Charles J. Kramer

"I think it is necessary."

-Emanuel Rodrigues

"I am extremely 
happy that I am 

getting my money's 
worth in tuition."

-Howard Cohen

"I don't think they 
should force us to go to 
school on Saturdays."

-Julia DeFilippis

"It's not fair for athletes 
we'll be missing it 

for our sport."

-Oriana DeFeo-
Peterson

See WWE, page 7

I’d like to take a break from my 
normal stream of complaints and ad-
vice to draw attention to a phenom-
enon that has emerged on twitch.tv. 
For those of you whom have never 
heard of twitch.tv, it is a website that 
shows live streams of people play-
ing various games. On February 12, 
2014, one Australian user posted an 
emulator of one of the first Pokémon 
game released in America, Red ver-
sion. However, the game had an im-
portant feature that set it apart from 
all of the previous versions of this 
game.

In this version, the main charac-
ter, “Red,” is being controlled not 
by the user who posted the video, 
but rather the viewers themselves. 
Furthermore, viewers don’t “tell the 
poster what to do,” but rather inter-
act with the emulator itself through 
text commands. At short intervals, 
an IRC bot checks the most recent 
chat log entry and uses the most re-
cent valid command to control Red. 

The game started as an experi-
ment to see if the game could be 
completed using crowd-sourced con-
trols, but after 24 hours stuck in the 
maze in Team Rocket’s casino, the 
game was updated to include “De-
mocracy” and “Anarchy” modes. 
While in Anarchy mode, the game 
functions “normally”; the first ac-
ceptable input available is used. In 
Democracy mode, the game runs 
slower, but all inputs are tallied and 

the most popular input is used to 
manipulate Red. To implement this 
system, in addition to the normal in-
puts for the original Game Boy (a, 
b, up, down, left, right, start, select) 
the inputs “Democracy” and “Anar-
chy” were added. Each vote moves a 
counter at the top of the screen clos-
er to Anarchy or Democracy. When 
the counter moves to 75% of what it 
is not, the game mode switches. 

Naturally, the game is very cha-
otic to watch, as Red walks in seem-
ingly random patterns and constant-
ly checks the start menu to save the 
game and check his progress. Get-
ting into Pokémon battles is simul-
taneously hilarious and frustrating, 
as Red constantly tries to use items 
when he can’t or uses attacks that 
have no effect. 

As of writing this article, the 
game has been in progress for al-
most 7 days straight, and seems to 
have no intentions of stopping any 
time soon. 

-Scientific Curmudgeon-

Consumers must help end overuse mammograms

-The Stute Smackdown-

Why you should be excited for “Elimination Chamber”

The evidence keeps 
mounting that mammo-
grams and other tests for 
cancer—which contribute 
significantly to the sky-
high costs of U.S. health 
care—do not save lives.

The latest study to reach 
this conclusion was pub-
lished this week in BMJ, 
the British Medical Jour-
nal, and involved data from 
the Canadian National 
Breast Screening Study. 
In 1980, 89,835 Cana-
dian women, ages 40 to 
59, were divided into two 
groups; one received an-
nual mammograms for five 
years and the other did not.

After 25 years, breast-
cancer mortality rates in 
the two groups were virtu-
ally identical. Said study 
also found that more than 
one in five women diag-

nosed with cancer because 
of a mammogram were 
"overdiagnosed"; mean-
ing that if left untreated, 
the abnormality detected 
by the mammogram would 
never have compromised 
the woman's health. These 
overdiagnosed women thus 
received treatment--includ-
ing surgery, radiation and 
chemotherapy--that they 
did not need.

A BMJ editorial notes 
that the risks and benefits 
of mammograms are simi-
lar to those of the prostate 
specific antigen (PSA) test 
for prostate cancer, which 
has been shown to have 
marginal value. The in-
ventor of the PSA test has 
called it a "profit-driven 
public health disaster."

The BMJ editorial urges 
health-care providers to 
"reconsider priorities and 
recommendations for mam-

mography screening and 
other medical interven-
tions." The editorial adds, 
"This is not an easy task, 
because governments, re-
search funders, scientists, 
and medical practitioners 
may have vested interests 
in continuing activities that 
are well established."

Indeed. In her typically 
sharp report on the new 
Canadian study, veteran 
New York Times reporter 
Gina Kolata warns: "The 
findings will not lead to 
any immediate change in 
guidelines for mammogra-
phy, and many advocates 
and experts will almost cer-
tainly dispute the idea that 
mammograms are on bal-
ance useless, or even harm-
ful."

Excessive medical test-
ing helps explain why 
Americans pay far more 
for health care than people 

in any other nation while 
receiving relatively poorer 
care. Over-testing stems 
in part from the "fee for 
service" model of Ameri-
can medicine, under which 
physicians are compen-
sated for the quantity rather 
than quality of their care. 
Physicians thus have an 
economic incentive to pre-
scribe potentially unnec-
cessartests and treatments. 
Physicians also over-pre-
scribe tests and treatments 
to protect themselves from 
malpractice suits. 

Following are my pre-
scriptions for curbing the 
testing epidemic. First, 
the fee-for-service model 
should be replaced with 
a different compensation 

What a bizarre past few 
months it has been for 
WWE! On one level, there 
has been severe backlash 

from the fans with the de-
parture of CM Punk from 
the company and the return 
of Batista - ending Daniel 
Bryan’s opportunity to par-
ticipate in the main event of 
WrestleMania 30 and win the 
WWE World Heavyweight 
Championship (assuming he 
loses at Elimination Cham-
ber). At another level, the 
hottest feud in professional 
wrestling - The Wyatt Family 
versus The Shield - is grow-
ing more exciting with each 
week, and the WWE Net-
work is launching with a free 
one-week trial on February 
24. Despite the opinion of the 
general public, the past two 
weeks of WWE program-
ming have finally made the 
“Road to WrestleMania” ex-
citing again.

The final stop before 
WrestleMania is the Elimi-
nation Chamber pay-per-
view (PPV). Airing this 
Sunday for $45 on various 
PPV providers, this event is 
significant for two different 
reasons. First, this will be the 
last PPV sold solely through 
standard PPV providers, 
as the WWE Network will 
become the new home for 
WWE’s PPV events. While 
less historical, the second 
reason is simple: the match 
card for Elimination Cham-
ber is absolutely solid.

From the kick-off match 
to the main event, Elimina-
tion Chamber seems exciting 
with several storylines finish-
ing and others just beginning 
in time for WrestleMania.

The first point of intrigue 

on the Elimination Chamber 
match card is a minor sto-
ryline, but interesting none-
theless. Only a few weeks 
removed from their break-
up, the (former) Primetime 
Players, Darren Young and 
Titus O’Neil, are set for a 
one-on-one contest to settle 
the score. Of course, this all 
began after the Primetime 
Players lost a match; O’Neil 
called Young “dead weight” 
and proceeded to assault him 
after that match. The reason 
this match is important de-
spite its seeming triviality is 
that this is a defining point in 
both of these men’s careers 
as singles competitors, a har-
binger of just part of the fu-
ture of WWE.

In the tag team division, 

by JOHN HORGAN

See CANCER, page 4
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This image shows a fans rendition of the moment when players from 
Twitch.tv accidentally deleted two important pokemon.

http://knowyourmeme.com/memes/events/twitch-plays-pokemon

The Time Warner Center in Columbus Circle, NYC, which is about to be 
taken over by Comcast.

-The Jitksy Post-

Comcast-Time Warner cable merger raises concerns

JONATHAN ITSKOVITCH

Freshman Biomedical 
Engineering Major

Flickr

Pokemon
Continued from page 2

Who thinks cable service is 
already too expensive? Cus-
tomers pay on average ap-
proximately $250 per month 
for Cable, Internet, and in 
some cases their phone line as 
well. We Americans already 
pay the highest amount for 
cable service in the developed 
world. These are all neces-
sary services that keep us in-
formed and interconnected in 
this highly technological day 
and age. Last week, Comcast 
(the largest cable company in 
the US) acquired Time War-
ner Cable (the second-largest 
cable company in the US) 
for $45 billion. The Comcast-
Time Warner merger would 
result in a powerhouse which 
has the upper hand in negotia-
tions with networks and inter-
net companies. Who could 

afford to refuse the conglom-
erate's terms? We consumers 
need more competition, not 
less. As a result of the acqui-
sition, there’s a good chance 
that consumers' monthly 
cable, Internet, and/or phone 
bill will rise even further. If 
the U.S. Government allows 
this merger to happen, there 
will be strong consequences 
felt across the country. For 
many reasons, I believe this 
merger should not be allowed 
to occur and the government 
should intervene.

Firstly, this merger will 
be an omen for capitalism as 
we know it if allowed to oc-
cur. Capitalism will begin to 
resemble media monopolies. 
Even Adam Smith, the found-
er of capitalism, asserted that 
said economic system func-
tions best when many smaller 
businesses compete to create 
the best-quality product. With 
the merging of Comcast and 
Time Warner Cable, only 6 
media providers in the entire 
United States will be in opera-
tion in comparison to the once 
20 providers. This is highly 
concerning because the num-
ber of Internet sources will 

decrease. This can potentially 
lead to increased censorship 
and content control as differ-
ent providers censor different-
ly. In a democracy such as the 
U.S., censorship should only 
occur when in the interests of 

national security. 
Furthermore, the consumer 

is likely to incur higher bills 
according to analysts, and 
Comcast will be viewed as 
a bully in the market. John 
Bergmayer, senior staff at-

torney for online consumer 
activist group Public Knowl-
edge, stated that, “An en-
larged Comcast would be the 
bully in the schoolyard, able 
to dictate terms to content 
creators, Internet companies, 
other communications net-
works that must interconnect 
with it, and distributors who 
must access its content. By 
raising the costs of its rivals 
and business partners, an en-
larged Comcast would raise 
costs for consumers, who ul-
timately pay the bills." As if 
$250 per month isn’t enough, 
our bill can skyrocket, we 
could lose channels and 
sources to boot! This is ab-
solutely ridiculous. I do not 
believe people should have 
to pay even more for access 
to information, which is con-
sidered by most to be a basic 
necessity.

There is also the growing 
concern among many cus-
tomers that this merger will 
result in lower service quality. 
David VanAmburg, the man-
aging director of the Ameri-
can Customer Satisfaction 
Index, said, "Whenever there 
are mergers of two large cus-

tomer-service providers ... we 
tend to see quite a few prob-
lems." This held especially 
true for the American Airlines 
and US Airways merger. 

It is time for the govern-
ment to respond and stop 
this merger. Adam Smith 
stressed that government has 
the responsibility for regulat-
ing when anti-competitive 
practices ensue in the market. 
Clearly, the Comcast-Time 
Warner merger is anti-com-
petitive. It is predicted that out 
of a region of twenty states, 
nineteen of the states will 
wind up with the same cable 
and internet provider. In such 
a situation, the customer is 
disadvantaged while Comcast 
is not. This brings back mem-
ories of the AT&T phone mo-
nopoly, which President Rea-
gan broke up in the 1980’s. 
Another successful busting of 
mergers which comes to mind 
is the separation of merg-
ers of movie theater compa-
nies and movie producers in 
the 1940’s. The same should 
be done regarding Comcast 
and Time Warner to preserve 
competition, content, and 
high-quality service. 

Cancer
Continued from page 3

scheme—perhaps one that 
gives physicians a flat sal-
ary with bonuses for im-
proved patient outcomes. 
Second, malpractice laws 
should be revised so that 
doctors don’t prescribe 
tests simply to avoid law-
suits. Third, we need more 
reliable studies—carried 
out by researchers with no 

conflicts of interest—into 
the efficacy of tests for 
cancer and other disorders.

But the testing epidemic 
won't end without a change 
in the attitudes of consum-
ers, who too often submit 
to--and even demand--tests 
of negligible value. Our 
fear of cancer, in particu-
lar, seems to make us ir-
rational. When faced with 
evidence that PSA tests 
and mammograms save 
very few lives, especially 
considering their risks and 
costs, many men and wom-

en say, in effect, "I don't 
care. I don't want to be that 
one person in a million 
who dies of cancer because 
I didn't get tested." Until 
this attitude changes, the 
medical-testing epidemic 
won't end.

John Horgan directs the 
Center for Science Writ-
ings, which is part of the 
College of Arts & Letters. 
This column is adapted 
from one originally pub-
lished on his ScientificAm-
erican.com blog, "Cross-
check."

very low. As Max Woolf, a 
software quality assurance 
engineer, noted, “the channel 
had failed to teach any Poke-
mon Cut for over 4 hours. 
The stream chat became a 
bloodbath of blame.” [3] 
Things only got worse from 
there. Cutting down a single 
tree took 4 hours, and in 
some cases there were mul-
tiple trees that needed to be 
cut. The worst scenario was 
on Route 9 toward Lavender 
Town, where there is a ledge 
that is only one tile wide. In 
other words, moving in the 
wrong direction even once 
forces the user to start over. 
It took the players 12 hours 
to maneuver the ledge. And 
even then success was only 
because of a strategy where 
users banded together and 
pressed buttons in sync with 
the lag on the channel.

After cutting down nu-
merous trees, accidentally 
permanently releasing the 
trainer's starter Pokemon, 
and constant fighting be-
tween democracy and an-
archy, the stream is still 
running as of the writing 
of this column. In fact, as a 

meta-joke on the matter, an-
other user created Twitch 
Plays Pokemon Plays Tetris. 
[4] This channel takes the 
commands from Pokemon 
and applies them to Tetris. 
Of course, the users in the 
Pokemon channel do not 
care about the Tetris game, 
so the input makes no sense. 
Nonetheless it shows how 
quickly this has spread. 
The Internet will probably 
get bored after a while and 
move on, but it is interest-
ing to see these impromptu 

“multiplayer games” that 
cause chaos and anger all 
around.

[1] http://www.twitch.tv/
twitchplayspokemon

[2] http://www.polygon.
com/2014/2/14/5411790/
twitch-plays-pokemon-cre-
ator-interview-twitchplay-
spokemon

[3] http://minimaxir.
com/2014/02/glory-to-the-
helix/

[4] http://www.twitch.tv/
xkeeper_
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Students socialize and enjoy their traditional Korean cuisine in Jacobus

Campus News

KSA hosts celebration in honor of Korean Lunar New Year

Joseph A. Brosnan

Lonely
Continued from page 1
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children communicating to 
others beyond the borders 
of their country, YouTube 
channels devised to help 
students learn concepts 
(Bozeman Science for 
example), and even farmer-
to-farmer communication 
to teach other farmers to 
optimize their crop output. 
Even Charles Darwin 
wrote in the “Descent of 
Man” over a hundred years 
ago that “There is only an 
artificial barrier to prevent 
his sympathies extending to 
the men of all nations and 
races.” 

Revkin also elaborated 
that we tend to think of 
innovation in terms of what 
more we can build and create. 
There is more to innovation 
however, as new ideas can 
relate to sustainability, 
resource management, 
and communication: all 

of which are needed to 
create that sustainable 
path. Ultimately, Revkin 
formulated his simple 
strategy for sustainable 
human progress: Bend, 
Stretch, Reach, Teach, 
Reveal, Reflect, Rejoice, 
and Repeat. 

Bend refers to flexibility 
in structures and policies; 
stretch refers to testing 
boundaries in exploration 
and innovation; reach refers 
to empathy, collaboration, 
and the sharing of ideas 
that matter; teach refers to 
nurturing children to develop 
the capacity to sustain the 
human adventure; reveal 
refers to sustaining the 
capacity for observation and 
transparency; reflect refers 
to analyzing and “learn and 
adjust” strategies; rejoice 
refers to enjoying the gift 
of life and humanity; and 
repeat refers to going back 
through these steps and 
maintaining the discipline 
to retest systems.

After Revkin finished his 

talk, a Q&A session was held 
in which some interested 
individuals asked questions 
regarding Revkin’s work. A 
few people left during the 
Q&A session, but those who 
stayed gained the pleasure 
of hearing Revkin sing and 
play the guitar for one of his 
songs. 

A lot of the professors at 
Stevens who came to the 
event were pleased with 
the turnout of the lecture 
and were pleased with the 
new perspective Revkin 
brought to the Stevens 
campus. Revkin himself 
expressed his approval for 
what Stevens had to offer 
to students and faculty alike 
and commented that “I 
think Stevens embodies the 
focus in innovation with the 
humanities and philosophy 
mixed in because you can’t 
get there with just better 
technology.” 

For anyone interested, 
Andy Revkin can be 
followed on Twitter at: 
https://twitter.com/Revkin

how much success it has 
brought us so far.”

Following the opening 
addresses was a series 
of presentations of 
current research by 
various institutions to 
which Professor Stamnes 
contributed or inspired, 
and these were many in 
number. One of the most 
intriguing groups of such 
projects were those of the 
PhD students of the Life and 
Light Laboratory (LLLab), 
a project co-founded by Dr. 
Stamnes, “using light to 
study life environments.” 
It is headquartered in 
Burchard but “located all 
over the world.”

Seven students currently 
center their research in the 
LLLab, including Snorre 
Stamnes, Dr. Stamnes’ son. 
Their projects are jointly 
researched by Stevens, 
NASA, and JAXA, and 
they center their research on 
meteorological and satellite-
based data, developing 
accurate algorithms for 
satellite remote sensing; 
measuring atmospheric 
irradiance; and ironing 
out current data-collecting 
problems that weather 
institutions face today.

One problem is the “sun 
glint problem,” which 
occurs when the reflection 
of the sun’s rays on air and 
water particles obscures 
parts of pictures taken from 
satellites. It requires more 
data modification than you 
would think: the algorithms 
developed for weather 
patterns must be extremely 
precise, and pictures must 

be as clear and accurate 
as possible. And who is 
going to be credited for the 
solution to this problem 
for ages to come? Stevens 
students.

Another student project 
covered aerosol retrievals 
to achieve life detection 
throughout space. Aerosol 
particles are indicative of 
the presence of life and 
the cyclical use of the 
atmosphere, and in order to 
detect these particles more 
accurately Stevens has 
teamed up with NASA to 
develop a polarimeter using 
radiative transfer, and search 
for aerosol in different types 
of pollutants, searching 
namely in cloud formations.

Yet another project, 
inspired chiefly by Dr. 
Stamnes’ excursions 
throughout the Arctic 
Circle, covers Arctic sea 
ice thickness estimation 
and long-term modeling of 
Arctic snow sheets, in light 
of global warming.  Cloud 
cover can obscure valuable 
data, but can also provide 
valuable data; thus, Stevens 
is developing an algorithm 
for tests of cloud, snow, 
elevation, atmosphere, and 
other geological factors 
pertinent to ice coverage, 
and is also sharing this 
data with national research 
institutions.

Another main section of 
research covers the ocean 
surface and mapping of 
such. As most of us know, 
we have better maps of the 
surface of Mars than of our 
own oceans – and under the 
watchful eye of Dr. Stamnes 
and Dr. Wei Li, his associate 
in the LLLab, the doctoral 
students collect data from 
wind patterns, satellite data, 
and field research – that is, 

facing the oceans head-on 
and literally diving into 
research.

But, incredibly, Dr. 
Stamnes’ influence does 
not stop there. Dr. Rune 
Storvald of NORUT and 
the Norwegian University 
of Science and Technology 
covered the bases on Dr. 
Stamnes’ contributions 
to one of the hottest 
developments in science and 
engineering – unmanned 
aircraft.

“We have found that 
unmanned aircraft can be 
used more flexibly than 
satellites, as they can fly as 
low or high as we please,” 
Dr. Storvald remarked. 
“We can use them to record 
not only ocean topography 
and ice coverage but also 
to detect oil spills, monitor 
vegetation, or even to count 
populations of reindeer and 
penguins.

“Under Professor 
Stamnes, we have a 
monitoring of Arctic 
geological properties and 
ice drift, whose surveillance 
will continue through 
2017,” he continued. “We 
will undertake an eight-
year, $36M project for oil 
discovery.”

“Through Stevens and 
Dr. Stamnes, we have 
developed an algorithm 
for droplet thickness and 
scattering, something 
formerly very hard to detect 
and reproduce,” noted 
Dr. Michael Mischenko, 
of the NASA Goddard 
Institute for Space Sciences. 
“Small discrepancies in 
droplet shape can affect 
how they scatter light, and 
it’s important to record 
these differences and their 
properties.”

Of course, to celebrate 

Professor Stamnes’ 70th 
year of life, there was 
a break in scholarly 
presentations for a 
light-spirited slideshow 
of pictures of his life, 
sitting in the snow with 
complicated instruments 
or snacking on seal meat, 
alongside well wishes 
from members and faculty 
of the physics department.

After all of the other 
presentations had 
concluded, it was time 
for the guest of honor to 
speak.

“My life work  came 
to fruition here, I chose 
to have my children 
educated here, and I 
have a family here. I am 
proud to be affiliated with 
such a forward-thinking 
university,” Professor 
Stamnes concluded. “I 
would never have gotten 
so far in my research 
without Stevens or, 
moreover, without my 
dear colleagues before me 
today.”

If one were to 
research Professor Knut 
Stamnes on the internet, 
one would find that he 
has an extensive list 
of publications and 
contributions under 
several affiliations, and 
many of the descriptive 
presentation posters 
dispersed throughout 
Burchard are co-authored 
by him, while still many 
others reference his 
works.

It is clear, then, 
that Dr. Stamnes is an 
integral member of not 
only Stevens but the 
international scientific 
community, and will be 
remembered for ages to 
come.

think that both men had 
been waiting for someone 
dear. However, Man #2 
said, “I actually think 
I’ll take that water with 
lemon.” 

Another surprise 
was that Friday’s show 
differed from Saturday’s. 
According to former Off 
Center member Zach 
Kastner, Off Center mixed 
both short and long form 
improvisation games up 
until the “Lonely Hearts 
Club Improv Show”. 

On Friday, short form 
games were shown and 

on Saturday, long form 
games took the spotlight. 
The audience seemed to 
be highly engaged and no 
lack of participation could 
be observed.  

According to Off-
Center member Nicholas 
Antonov, such a reaction 
is no accident. He 
commented that Off 
Center keeps material with 
the “most laughs”. 

Such a positive reaction 
from the audience may 
signal that this change 
may stay in future shows.  

If such a change were 
implemented, students 
would now have a reason 
to attend one or both 
performances according to 
their comedic tastes. 

Though very belated, the 
Korean Student Association 
(KSA) of Stevens hosted a 
very tasty event in honor of 
the Korean Lunar New Year 
on Friday, February 14.

The event, which 
showcased a wide variety of 
delectable dishes, was held 
in Jacobus between 6:00 
and 8:00 p.m.; many stayed 
afterwards for socializing and 
leftover-munching.

KSA had intended to host 
the event earlier, but, due to the 
weather, the event kept getting 
pushed back. The traditional 
day for the Korean Lunar New 
Year, for 2014, was initially 
January 31. The Korean New 
Year typically occurs on 
the second new moon after 
January 21, the winter solstice. 
The celebration is intended to 
last three days; the day before 

the Korean New Year, the day 
of the Korean New Year, and 
the day after the Korean New 
Year. These festivities were 
kept shorter for the KSA’s 
personal version of the event.

The Korean Lunar New 
Year is intended to be a family 
holiday, where families gather 
and individuals travel to meet 
their relatives and parents. 
It is also on this holiday that 
the ritual known as “Charye” 
- where the families honor 
their deceased ancestors by 
bringing food, fruits, wine 
and other offerings, a form 
of memorial service - is 
celebrated.

It is also common, 
traditionally, for the act of 
“Sebae” to be observed around 
this time. Sebae is the act of a 
very deep bow given to one’s 
elders and giving them the 

phrase “saehae bok mani 
badeuseyo” which effectively 
means “Please receive a lot of 
luck in the New Year”. Elders 
often give a small present, 
usually money in silk bags 
and by giving them words of 
wisdom.

The food present was a 
familiar sight, to those who 
know a lot about with Korean 
cuisine: “bulgogi” (grilled and 
marinated beef with onions), 
“gimbap” (the Korean 
equivalent of sushi), “buldak” 
(spicy chicken), vegetable 
fried dumplings, beef rib, 
rice cakes for dessert, and of 
course, rice.

Throughout the evening, 
students ate and socialized 
pleasantly while listening to 
playlists of popular Korean 
Pop Music, among other 
notable hits.

Members of Off-Center participate in a game during Saturday's show.

Liana Curry

Green
Continued from page 1

Stamnes
Continued from page 1
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-Opinion-

Unlike the star-struck tour-
ists that flood from all over, 
the jaded residents of the New 
York Tri-State area know that 
there are certain places to 
skip when you want to avoid 
an overpriced meal. You do 
not eat around the Empire 
State Building. You do not eat 
around Madison Square Gar-
den. Most importantly, you 
do not eat within a five-block 
radius of Times Square. How-
ever, this week’s restaurant is 
Qi, is a lovely Thai restaurant 
located within spitting dis-
tance of 42nd street’s do-not-
venture zone. Whoops.

Faux-pas aside, I’m 
amazed that more people 
don’t know about this place. 
The food is excellent, the de-

cor dazzling, and the prices... 
Oh God, the prices. For a res-
taurant located in a section 
of the city that charges more 
than five dollars for soda, Qi 
is surprisingly affordable. I 

went with four other people 
and the total for our dinner, 
tip included was eighty dol-
lars. As for the decor, Qi tries 
to incorporate glass chande-
liers into everything while 

scattering traditional Thai 
themes around the restaurant. 
It’s a spectacle you should 
see in person. Whatever you 
do, though, try to sit in a 
booth; my friends complained 

throughout the meal about the 
clear plastic chairs.

My friends and I or-
dered the Assorted Frit-
ters ($8), Chicken Pad See 
Eew ($9.90), Chicken Pad 

Thai ($9.90), Penang Curry 
($9.90), Grilled Honey Pork 
Chop ($13), and the Gai-Yang 
($15). The Assorted Fritters 
($8.50) were a great appe-
tizer; Qi provides you with an 
excellent sampler of about ten 
pieces pulled from different 
appetizers for a decent price. 
As for entrees, all five were 
tasty, but the Chicken Pad See 
Eew, the Chicken Pad Thai, 
and the Penang Curry were 
the best. I recommend the 
Penang Curry for lovers of 
spicy food. The Chicken Pad 
See Eew and the Chicken Pad 
Thai are for anyone whom 
would enjoy a Thai classic 
done right.

Overall, Qi is one of the 
hidden gems of Times Square. 
It is conveniently located next 
to the heart of the district 
and its decor matches Times 
Square’s flashy decadence 
while providing affordable 
prices and delicious food. I 
recommend this spot to every-
one.

Rybaxel, Curtis Axel and 
Ryback will be squaring off 
against Cody Rhodes and 
Goldust. There is no story 
here, but this should be a 
good tag team contest re-
gardless. With respect to the 
WWE Tag Team Champion-
ship, Jimmy and Jey Uso, 
the Usos, will be challeng-
ing the current champions, 
Road Dogg and Billy Gunn, 
the New Age Outlaws. While 
not the most exciting match 
on paper, this particular con-
test should be the beginning 
of phasing out the New Age 
the New Age Outlaws, the 
old friends of the Chief Op-
erating Officer Triple H, and 
pushing the Usos as the tag 
team in WWE. In a slowly 
decaying tag team division, 
with the break-ups of the 
Primetime Players, perhaps 
Cody Rhodes and Goldust 
in the future, and The Shield 
soon, having the high-octane, 
popular Usos as the faces of 
the tag team division is a wise 
move if the division is going 
to recover from its losses.

The second to last title 
match of the night, Intercon-
tinental Champion Big E will 
defend his title against the 
“Real American” Jack Swag-
ger. Lately, Swagger has been 
portrayed as dominant, seeds 
also being planted for ani-
mosity between his tag team 
partner Cesaro, who is in the 
Elimination Chamber match 
for the WWE World Heavy-
weight Championship, Swag-
ger having lost his qualifying 
match. Big E’s popularity and 
on-screen dominance has fal-
tered as of late, so the logical 
move might be to have Big 
E defeat Swagger, leading to 
his and Cesaro’s manager Zeb 
Colter to abandon Swagger 
for Cesaro. This would then 
set up a small but interesting 
feud between Swagger and 
Cesaro, as Cesaro definitely 
won’t win the WWE World 
Heavyweight Champion-
ship because it does not make 
sense for the “big picture” 
storyline for WrestleMania. 
With this outcome, Big E 
looks strong, retaining his 
title, and the Real Americans 
(Swagger and Cesaro) can 
break up, allowing for each 
man to pursue his own singles 
career, especially Cesaro, 
who is nearing the prime of 
his career.

Although easily forgot-
ten, there is another match at 
Elimination Chamber besides 
the WWE World Heavy-
weight Championship match, 
and that is between Alberto 

del Rio and the man who is 
set to main event Wrestle-
Mania 30, “The Animal,” 
Batista. The build for this 
feud – the events leading up 
to the match that will hap-
pen at Elimination Cham-
ber – has been good for the 
suddenness of the feud. Del 
Rio has looked strong, while 
Batista has been portrayed as 
the babyface (“good guy”), 
despite the crowd’s nega-
tive reaction. Match-wise, 
this should be a solid contest. 
Del Rio is a fantastic worker, 
and Batista has yet to have a 
full match, so hopefully the 
“ring rust” that has been pres-
ent in his return thus far will 
be polished. Without a doubt, 
unless there is some interfer-
ence or other shenanigans, 
Batista will win this match. 
“The Animal” has to look 
strong going into WrestleMa-
nia, especially with the crowd 
rejecting his return, despite 
what the WWE writing team 
had planned.

Perhaps the most antici-
pated match in recent WWE 
history, or professional wres-
tling for that matter, the Wyatt 
Family will be squaring off 
against The Shield. In quick 
summation, these two trios 
are the top squads in WWE, 
and seeing them fight is akin 
to The Avengers fighting The 
Justice League – really. The 
Wyatt Family will undoubt-
edly win this match, as The 
Shield has been teased to 
break up, much tension form-
ing between Shield members 
Roman Reigns and Dean 
Ambrose. Reigns and Am-

brose are expected to feud 
following the Elimination 
Chamber, as Reigns is being 
pushed into his singles career, 
for the WWE writers have 
great plans for him. The third 
member of The Shield, Seth 
Rollins, is in a sort of “lim-
bo” state, but his talent can 
allow him to flourish in the 
mid-card division, compet-
ing for the likes of the Inter-
continental Championship or 
even Dean Ambrose’s United 
States Championship. In fact, 
speaking of the U.S. Champi-
onship, some speculation has 
been made that Reigns would 
defeat Ambrose for the U.S. 
Championship, fighting Inter-
continental Champion Big E 
at WrestleMania 30 to unify 
the titles. Regardless of the 
future, this match is a must-
see.

Finally, the Elimination 
Chamber match for the WWE 
World Heavyweight Cham-
pionship is the main event 
of the evening. WWE World 
Heavyweight Champion 
Randy Orton will be defend-
ing his title against Sheamus, 
John Cena, Cesaro, Christian, 
and Daniel Bryan in a free-
for-all contest. Now, Elimi-
nation Chamber (the PPV) is 
named after the Elimination 
Chamber match. The rules for 
this match are as follows: two 
men start in the ring while 
the four other participants 
are locked inside plexiglass 
pods; the ring and pods are 
surrounded by a chain-link 
chamber with metal grates 
even with the floor of the 
ring; every five minutes a par-

ticipant is chosen at random 
to exit his pod, continuing 
until all men have exited their 
pods one man is standing at 
the end of the match. The 
booking for this match (the 
way it should end depending 
on the impending storylines 
ahead) is difficult at first, but 
rather straightforward. 

My hypothesis for this 
match is conjecture, so do 
not interpret it any other way, 
but it is sound and highly 
likely. Daniel Bryan will not 
win this match; he will be 
cheated out of a victory al-
lowing Randy Orton to retain 
his championship. What’s the 
reasoning behind this? The 
Authority, through Director 
of Operations Kane, will en-
sure that Bryan loses, having 
Kane interfere and allowing 
Orton to retain. This sets up a 
Bryan versus Kane match at 
WrestleMania 30, Bryan out 
of the title picture. However, 
and this theory is credited to 
hosts of the Smart Wrestling 
Fan podcast at smartwres-
tlingfan.com, Bryan’s inser-
tion into the main event at 
WrestleMania could come 
the following Monday on 
Raw, when there is outrage 
at Bryan being cheated out of 
a victory. Triple H could tell 
Bryan that if he beats Kane 
at WrestleMania, he will be 
inserted into the WWE World 
Heavyweight Championship 
match with Orton and Ba-
tista. At WrestleMania, Bryan 
would beat Kane, and then 
Triple H would come out and 
say that if Bryan really wants 
to be in the match, he has to 

beat him, too. Bryan would 
then beat Triple H, overcome 
all odds, and win the triple 
threat WWE World Heavy-
weight Championship match. 
For thefuture, Batista can ei-
ther turn heel (“bad guy”) or 
feud with Orton even. I don’t 
want to look too far into the 
future, but I believe that, in 
the interim, this is a sound as-
sumption.

As for the rest of the par-
ticipants in the Elimination 
Chamber, I’ve already out-
lined how Cesaro would be 
handled, feuding with Swag-
ger. Cesaro does not have to 
win the Elimination Cham-
ber match to look strong. For 
Sheamus and Christian, there 
has been hinting at a feud be-
tween the two, as Sheamus 
accidentally hit Christian with 
his finishing maneuver, the 
Brogue Kick. Since Chris-
tian turned heel, this would 
be an obvious feud to have 
post-WrestleMania. Leav-
ing one participant left, John 
Cena is set to face Bray Wy-
att at WrestleMania, so expect 
some interference, perhaps, in 
Cena’s role in the Elimination 
Chamber, too.

This piece has exceeded 
my intended word count. For 
that, I apologize. I have been 
told that my pieces are a bit 
too “insider,” assuming the 
reader watches wrestling. In 
this particular column, I en-
sured that I explained things 
well. Of course, watching the 
product helps identify names 
with faces, but the basic stor-
yline elements can be gleaned 
from this writing. To close, I 

want to discuss one rumor 
that has surfaced that makes 
for an exciting post-Wrestle-
Mania feud. 

The Undertaker is expect-
ed to return (not a rumor) this 
Monday on Raw, the night 
after Elimination Chamber. 
His opponent at WrestleMa-
nia, who will challenge his 
21-0 streak at WrestleMania, 
is supposedly Brock Lesnar. 
However, a rumor that has 
been supported by several 
sources, so it just requires 
confirmation on actual tele-
vision, is that “The Icon,” 
Sting, will be returning to 
WWE. Without delving into 
too much detail, this would 
be a major return for a vari-
ety of reasons (that you can 
Google if interested) and 
would set up a WrestleMania 
31 match that is best char-
acterized as a fantasy match 
come to life.

WWE walks a thin line 
every year with its months 
leading up to WrestleMania. 
Things never look compel-
ling and seem disappointing. 
However, with WrestleMania 
30’s matches, the WWE Net-
work, and the potential return 
of Sting, excitement could not 
be any higher. In short: order 
Elimination Chamber, get 
your free trial of the WWE 
Network, watch WrestleMa-
nia, and see what is so special 
about professional wrestling.

Questions? Email me at 
fguarini@stevens.edu. For 
your weekly dose of profes-
sional wrestling, check out 
The Stute Smackdown every 
week, only in The Stute.

WWE
Continued from page 2

After The Shield interfered in WWE World Heavyweight Champion Randy Orton's match against Sheamus, a brawl broke out between the twelve men involved in Elimination 
Chamber's two biggest matches.

WWE.com

Cuisine
Corner

by KATHERINA BAUTISTA

Qi: surprisingly affordable, tasty Thai food by Times Square
675 8th Avenue, between 42nd and 43rd Street, New York City

Katherina BautistaAssorted Fritters include seasame tofu, blanket shrimps, Asian chive spring rolls and chicken-shrimp dumplings, with peanut sauce.
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Vladimir Luxuria, a former Communist lawmaker in the Italian parliament and prominent crusader for transgender rights, is detained by police 
after entering the Shayba Arena.

Roving Reporter: “What is your favorite sport in the Olympics?”

“Men’s Luge.”

-Chris Renna

“Slope-style Skiing.”

-Gabe Marth

“Gymnastics, because of the hot girls.”

-Jesus Montegro

“Skiing, because of the acrobatics.”

-Christian Tejada

“Dragon taming.”

-Wesley Elford

“Ping-pong because of Forrest Gump.”

-Ryan Bell

SOCHI, Russia (AP) — 
An Italian activist shout-
ing “It’s OK to be gay” 
and dressed in a rainbow-
colored outfit and large 
headdress was detained 
Monday as she entered an 
arena to watch an Olympic 
hockey game.

Vladimir Luxuria, a for-
mer Communist lawmaker 
in the Italian parliament 
who has become a promi-
nent transgender rights 
crusader and television 
personality, was stopped 
by four men and then driv-
en away by police in a car 
with Olympic markings.

Luxuria later told The 
Associated Press she was 
kept in the car for about 
10 minutes, then released 
in the countryside after the 
men had taken away her 
Olympic spectator pass. 
She eventually made it 
back to her hotel and said 
she was leaving Russia on 
Tuesday morning.

“They don’t say any-
thing. They just were peo-
ple who had to do this and 
they did it,” Luxuria said.

Earlier Monday, Luxuria 
walked around the Olym-
pic Park in Sochi for about 
two hours. She was shout-

ing “Gay is OK” and “It’s 
OK to be gay” in both 
English and Russian.

As she was being led 
away from Shayba Arena, 
she was shouting “I have a 
ticket.”

Luxuria said she was 
detained on Sunday eve-
ning by Russian police 
who told her she should 
not wear clothes with slo-
gans supporting gay rights. 
Police denied detaining 
her.

The Italian activist 
walked around the Olym-
pic Park on Monday with 
a group of journalists, at-

tracting onlookers. Some 
Russian fans stopped to 
pose for photos with her.

Luxuria and her colorful 
outfit did not attract much 
negative reaction except 
for a group of young Rus-
sian men who shouted to 
television cameras in bro-
ken English: “Trans not 
good.”

Luxuria arrived at a 
ticket inspection barrier at 
the hockey arena just be-
fore an evening game was 
due to begin. She passed 
through the barrier and 
was being given directions 
to her seat when four men 

who were not wearing any 
identification surrounded 
her and started shouting 
“take her away.” They then 
led her out of the venue 
and to the parking lot.

“I was very, very afraid 
this time because the first 
time they said, ‘It’s OK for 
the first time, don’t do it 
again for the second time.’ 
So, this time I was a little 
bit afraid,” Luxuria said. 
“But they just left me out-
side, in the country, there, 
outside and that’s it.”

Before she went to the 
stadium, Luxuria said she 
did not want to be arrested.

“It’s not nice to be all 
alone in a room with a 
neon light not knowing 
what’s going on,” she said 
Monday afternoon, but 
then added it was impor-
tant for her “to stand up 
for the rights of lesbian, 
gay and transgender peo-
ple all over the world.”

It was not immediately 
clear why Luxuria was de-
tained.

Last year, the Russian 
parliament passed a law 
banning “propaganda” of 
non-traditional sexual re-
lations among minors.

Russian organizers had 
set up a protest zone lead-
ing to the Olympics, but 
no major protests had 
taken place. On Monday, 
however, a handful of 
small protests were report-
ed:

—A Russian environ-
mentalist group said a 

jailed activist who has 
protested the impact of 
the Olympics has gone on 
hunger strike and is com-
plaining about poor jail 
conditions. Yevgeny Vit-
ishko was sentenced last 
week to three years in 
prison for spray-painting 
a fence in an area where 
construction is banned.

IOC spokesman Mark 
Adams said Russian au-
thorities assured the Olym-
pic body that Vitishko’s 
punishment was “not 
games-related.” The En-
vironmental Watch of the 
North Caucasus group said 
it posted a video in which 
Vitishko complains the jail 
is cold and crowded with 
sick inmates.

—In central Sochi, Da-
vid Khakim held a one-
man picket outside the city 
administration when two 
police officers took him 
away. Khakim, who later 
posted pictures of his ar-
rest on Twitter, was pro-
testing Vitishko’s sentence.

—Activists say a com-
munity leader of the Cir-
cassian ethnic group has 
also been detained. The 
Adyge Khase community 
group, which is native to 
the Sochi region and op-
poses the Olympics on 
their ancestors’ land, said 
Monday that leader Asker 
Sokht was held Friday near 
the city of Maikop under 
unclear circumstances. Po-
lice in Maikop would not 
comment.

Gay rights activists detained at Olympic Park

SOCHI, Russia (AP) — 
Others tried to keep it from 
him, but Dmytro Mytsak 
knew what had happened be-
fore he took to the slopes.

On a beautiful day in the 
snowy Caucasus Mountains, 
he had more to think about 
than his first Olympic ski 
race. Back home in Ukraine, 
his countrymen were dying 
in fiery clashes between po-
lice and protesters.

“I am very mad for this, 
but we cannot do anything 
really. Change the govern-
ment,” Mytsak said. “Every 
time in the Olympics time, 
the war was stopped, even 
if the wars (were) between 
the other countries. They 
were stopped. And now in 
Ukraine, they are going mad. 
I don’t know what to say.”

The thoughtful 18-year-
old had more to say than 
most. He stood near the fin-
ish line Wednesday between 
runs of the giant slalom, talk-
ing not only about his wish 
for an Olympic truce, but 

how hard it was for his fam-
ily back home.

“I am talking every day to 
them,” Mytsak said. “They 
said, yeah it is not that bad 
around in the city but in the 
main city it is bad because 
they want to clean the main 
street from the people, but 
they will not do this.”

The conflict raging little 
more than 600 miles from 
Sochi couldn’t help but in-
trude into the games, and 
not just because 43 athletes 
from Ukraine are compet-
ing here. Ukraine is a former 
Soviet republic, and the close 
ties the current leadership 
has with Russia are a major 
part of the dispute between 
anti-government protesters 
and President Viktor Yanu-
kovych.

Ukraine’s Olympic Com-
mittee asked that its athletes 
be allowed to wear black 
armbands honoring those 
who died in the protest, say-
ing on its website that it 
wants to “share deep pain 

over the loss of fellow coun-
trymen” by displaying them 
as an “expression of sorrow 
and sympathy.”

The IOC rejected that, say-
ing it was not allowed under 
the Olympic Charter. And 
others said the focus of the 
Olympics should be solely on 
sports, despite the fighting in 
Kiev that left at least 25 dead.

“This is a competition,” 
said Yosyf Penyak, a paral-
lel giant slalom snowboarder 
from Ukraine. “No time to 
talk about politics.”

Former pole vault great 
Sergei Bubka, who heads the 
Ukrainian Olympic Commit-
tee, urged both sides to put 
down their weapons and find 
a way to end the violence that 
he said is bringing the coun-
try to “the brink of catastro-
phe.”

“All of we have fami-
lies at home. This last night 
was very tough because we 
follow what’s happened,” 
Bubka said in Sochi. “It hap-
pens in this moment when 

Olympic Games are going 
on, the most beautiful, and 
most democratic and most 
peaceful event. I would say 
everyone is really worried, 
everyone is really under pres-
sure, but they would like to 
continue to compete to send 
a message home to bring to 
dialogue all parties.”

IOC President Thomas 
Bach also praised Ukrainian 
athletes for keeping their fo-
cus.

“The way they have con-
tinued to represent their na-
tion with great dignity is a 
credit to them and their coun-
try,” Bach said. “Their pres-
ence here is a symbol that 
sport can build bridges and 
help to bring people from dif-
ferent backgrounds together 
in peace.”

A big part of Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin’s ambi-
tion for these Olympics has 
been to show off his coun-
try’s geopolitical strength and 
post-Soviet revival. Many 
view his oil-rich govern-

ment’s economic backing 
for Ukraine’s government as 
a way to exercise that influ-
ence and keep former Soviet 
republics in Moscow’s orbit.

Outside the Olympic 
hockey arena, Ukrainian Igor 
Volkov said he was frustrated 
that all he can see from his 
Sochi hotel is Russian tele-
vision, which he said gives a 
markedly pro-Russian view 
of events in Kiev and paints 
the protesters as the main 
cause of the violence.

Volkov was with a child-
hood friend, Ruslan Alex-
androvsky of Russia, illus-
trating the close relationship 
between the two countries. 
The two said they were root-
ing for Ukrainian athletes 
first, then Russians if the 
Ukrainians have all been 
eliminated from competition.

With these Olympics, 
“Russia wants to show that 
it’s big and wants to influ-
ence things. It is already in-
fluencing things in Ukraine, 
and it will probably influence 

things even more now” that 
Putin is emerging stronger 
from the games, he said.

“We are for a united 
Ukraine,” Volkov said. “We 
don’t want to end up divided 
like Yugoslavia, look what 
happened there.”

His 21-year-old daughter, 
Anna, born soon after the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
was adamant in wanting a 
Ukraine free of Russian pres-
sure.

“We are children of in-
dependence,” she said, a 
yellow-and-blue Ukrainian 
flag around her shoulders that 
stood out amid a sea of spec-
tators wearing Russian flags. 
“We want a free Ukraine, 
undivided, on the land of our 
ancestors.”

Mytsak, the skier, said he 
hopes for change in his coun-
try. But his house is there, 
and no matter what happens 
he will always come back 
home.

“I am sad for all the peo-
ple,” he said.

Ukraine crisis felt among athletes at Olympics
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RESULTS
of TOP 3

UNITED 

STATES OF 

AMERICA

Alpine Skiing

Figure Skating

Freestyle Skiing (3)

Snowboarding (3)

Alpine Skiing

Bobsled 

Freestyle Skiing (2)

Hockey

Skeleton

Alpine Skiing (2)

Bobsled (2)

Figure Skating

Freestyle Skiing (2)

Luge

Skeleton

Snowboarding (2)

RUSSIA

Bobsled

Figure Skating (3)

Short Track

Skeleton

Biathlon

Cross Country (2)

Figure Skating

Luge

Short Track

Biathlon

Figure Skating 

Freestyle Skating

Short Track

Skeleton

NEThERlANDS

Speed Skating  (6) Speed Skating (7)
Short Track

Speed Skating (8)

25
2322

TOTAL MEdALS
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Around the World And BAck

SOCHI, Russia (AP) 
— Russian punk group 
Pussy Riot burst onto the 
Olympic scene Tuesday 
when two of its members 
were picked up by police 
in host city Sochi — and 
then ran away defiant 
down a rain-soaked street 
a few hours later, shouting 
and wearing their trade-
mark garish balaclavas.

The police questioning 
of Russia’s most recogniz-
able punk rockers, along 
with detentions of gay 
rights and other activists 
in recent days, brought po-
litical tensions to the fore 
at Vladimir Putin’s show-
case Winter Olympics.

Nadezhda Tolokonniko-
va and Maria Alekhina, 
along with seven others, 

were held by police near 
Sochi’s ferry terminal, a 
popular area for fans cel-
ebrating the Olympics. Po-
lice said they were ques-
tioned in connection with 
a theft at the hotel where 
they were staying. No 
charges were filed.

“Putin will teach you 
how to love the mother-
land!” the women chanted 
on leaving the police sta-
tion, their fists in the air 
and blue, pink and orange 
ski masks concealing their 
faces.

Pussy Riot gained in-
ternational attention in 
2012 after barging into 
Moscow’s main cathedral 
and performing a “punk 
prayer” in which they en-
treated the Virgin Mary 

to save Russia from Pu-
tin, who was on the verge 
of returning to the Rus-
sian presidency for a third 
term.

Tolokonnikova and Ale-
khina were sentenced to 
two years in prison, but 
were released in December 
under an amnesty bill seen 
as a Kremlin effort to as-
suage critics of its human 
rights record before the 
Olympics. Both women 
called for the boycott of 
the Sochi Games.

Tolokonnikova said 
Tuesday’s detention fol-
lowed three days of police 
harassment. She also said 
the two band members 
were detained for several 
hours the previous two 
days.

“We members of Pussy 
Riot have been here since 
late Sunday and we were 
constantly detained since 
then,” Tolokonnikova said 
after her release. “We are 
constantly surrounded by 
people, not you journal-
ists, but people who are 
shadowing us, following 
our every move and look-
ing for any excuse to de-
tain us.”

Pussy Riot, a perfor-
mance-art collective in-
volving a loose member-
ship of feminists who edit 
their actions into music 
videos, has become an in-
ternational flashpoint for 
those who contend Putin’s 
government has exceeded 
its authority in dealing 
with an array of issues, 

notably human and gay 
rights.

Tolokonnikova’s hus-
band, Pyotr Verzilov, and 
other people who were de-
tained on Tuesday insisted 
that Pussy Riot were not 
protesting or demonstrat-
ing when they were taken 
off the street. But Tolo-
konnikova said the band is 
in Sochi with “the goal of 
staging a Pussy Riot pro-
test.”

It was not immediately 
clear whether Pussy Riot 
would be staying in Sochi 
or whether they would be 
protesting in the coming 
days.

Yevgeny Feldman, a 
photographer who has 
been shadowing Pussy 
Riot for the past two 
days and was detained 
with them Tuesday after-
noon, said the band mem-
bers were filming videos 
around town for a new 
song.

Tolokonnikova also 
said police had shoved her 
and other detainees and 
that the group would file 
a complaint about their 
treatment to Russia’s In-
vestigative Committee.

The area where the 
group members were de-
tained is in downtown So-
chi, about 30 kilometers 
(20 miles) north of the 
seaside Olympic venues.

Russia has put severe 
limitations on protests in 
Sochi during the Olym-
pics, ordering that any 
demonstration must get 
approval and be held only 
in the neighborhood of 
Khosta, an area between 
Adler and downtown So-
chi that is unlikely to be 
visited by outsiders.

Russia’s suppression of 
protests has been widely 
denounced in the West and 
the Pussy Riot detentions 
brought renewed criticism.

“In Putin’s Russia, the 
authorities have turned the 
Olympic rings - a world-
wide symbol of hope and 
striving for the best of the 
human spirit - into hand-
cuffs to shackle freedom 
of expression,” John Dal-
huisen, Europe director 
for Amnesty International, 
said in a statement.

The actions taken 
against Pussy Riot came a 
day after an Italian trans-
gender activist and former 
lawmaker was detained 
at the Olympics. Vladi-
mir Luxuria was stopped 
while carrying a rainbow 
flag that read in Russian: 
“Gay is OK.” On Sunday, 
Luxuria said she was held 
by police and told not to 
wear clothing with slogans 
promoting gay rights.

Environmental activists 
and members of an ethnic 
minority native to the So-
chi region have also been 
detained in recent days 
and weeks.

Since their release in 
December, the 24-year-
old Tolokonnikova and the 
25-year-old Alekhina have 
taken on a more serious 
demeanor and made many 
appearances overseas to 
push their campaign for 
improved conditions in 
Russia’s prisons.

Until Tuesday, there had 
been no indication they 
would resume the fist-and-
chant protests they got fa-
mous for.

Pussy Riot members briefly detained amid Sochi tension

Russian punk group Pussy Riot members Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, in the blue balaclava, and Maria Alekhina, in the pink balaclava, 
make their way through a crowd after they were released from a police station, Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2014, in Adler, Russia. No charges were 
filed against Tolokonnikova and Alekhina along with the three others who were held.

AP Photo/Morry Gash

PHOENIX (AP) — The 
Arizona Legislature gave 
final approval Thursday 
evening to legislation that 
allows business owners as-
serting their religious beliefs 
to refuse service to gays, 
drawing backlash from 
Democrats who called the 
proposal “state-sanctioned 
discrimination” and an em-
barrassment.

The 33-27 vote by the 
House sends the legisla-
tion to Republican Gov. Jan 
Brewer and puts Arizona 
back at the forefront of a po-
larizing piece of legislation 
four years after the state en-
acted an immigration crack-
down that caused a national 
furor.

Similar religious protec-
tion legislation has been 
introduced in Ohio, Missis-
sippi, Idaho, South Dakota, 
Tennessee and Oklahoma, 
but Arizona’s plan is the 
only one that has passed. 
The efforts are stalled in Ida-
ho, Ohio and Kansas.

Republicans stressed that 
the bill is about protecting 
religious freedom and not 
discrimination. They fre-
quently cited the case of a 
New Mexico photographer 
who was sued after refusing 
to take wedding pictures of a 
gay couple and said Arizona 
needs a law to protect peo-
ple in the state from heavy-
handed actions by courts and 
law enforcement.

The bill allows any busi-
ness, church or person to cite 
the law as a defense in any 
action brought by the gov-
ernment or individual claim-
ing discrimination. It also 
allows the business or person 
to seek an injunction once 
they show their actions are 
based on a sincere religious 
belief and the claim places 
a burden on the exercise of 

their religion.
The legislation prompted 

a heated debate on the floor 
of the House, touching on 
issues such as the religious 
freedom, constitutional pro-
tections and civil rights.

Opponents raised sce-
narios in which gay people 
in Arizona could be denied 
service at a restaurant or re-
fused medical treatment if a 
business owner thought ho-
mosexuality was not in ac-
cordance with his religion. 
One lawmaker held up a sign 
that read “NO GAYS AL-
LOWED” in arguing what 
could happen if the law took 
effect, drawing a rebuke for 
violating rules that bar signs 
on the House floor.

Democrats also said there 
were a host of other sce-
narios not involving sexual 
orientations where someone 
could raise their religious 
beliefs as a discrimination 
defense.

The bill is backed by the 
Center for Arizona Policy, 
a social conservative group 
that opposes abortion and 
gay marriage. The group 
says the proposal is needed 
to protect against increas-
ingly activist federal courts 
and simply clarifies existing 
state law.

“We see a growing hos-
tility toward religion,” said 
Josh Kredit, legal counsel 
for the group.

All but three Republicans 
in the House backed Senate 
Bill 1062 Thursday evening. 
All three House Republicans 
who broke ranks said they 
had problems with the pro-
posal, though none elaborat-
ed at length.

“I disagree with the bill,” 
said Rep. Ethan Orr. “I think 
it’s a bad bill.”

The two others were 
Reps. Heather Carter and 

Kate Brophy McGee.
The Senate passed the bill 

a day earlier on a straight 
party-line vote of 17-13.

Brewer doesn’t comment 
on pending legislation, but 
she vetoed a similar measure 
last year. That action, how-
ever, came during an unrelat-
ed political standoff, and it’s 
not clear whether she would 
support or reject this plan.

The legislation comes also 
as an increasing number of 
conservative states grapple 
with ways to counter the in-
creasing legality of gay mar-
riage.

Arizona’s voters approved 
a ban on same-sex mar-
riage as a state constitutional 
amendment in 2008. It’s one 
of 29 states with such pro-
hibitions, according to the 
National Conference of State 
Legislatures. Federal judges 
have recently struck down 
bans in Utah, Oklahoma and 
Virginia, but those decisions 
are under appeal.

Republican Sen. Steve 
Yarbrough called his propos-
al a First Amendment issue 
during the Senate debate.

“This bill is not about al-
lowing discrimination,” 
Yarbrough said. “This bill is 
about preventing discrimina-
tion against people who are 
clearly living out their faith.”

Democrats say it is an 
outright attack on the rights 
of gays and lesbians that 
will reverberate through the 
economy because businesses 
and tourists will avoid Ari-
zona like they did after the 
passage SB1070 in 2010 that 
cracked down on immigra-
tion.

“This bill is about going 
after the rights of the LGBT 
community in Arizona,” said 
Rep. Chad Campbell, the 
Democratic minority leader. 
“This is going to be horrible 

for our economy.”
But Republicans said it 

was simply an added pro-
tection for the faithful in the 
state who disapprove of gay 
marriage and want to be able 
to reject participating.

“Please, I will accept you 
because you are a child of 
God, I love you because 
you are a child of God,” said 
GOP Rep. Steve Montene-
gro. “But please don’t ask 
me to go against my reli-
gious beliefs.”

The bill is similar to a 
proposal last year brought 
by Yarbrough but vetoed by 
Brewer. That legislation also 
would have allowed people 
or religious groups to sue 
if they believed they might 
be subject to a government 
regulation that infringed on 
their religious rights. Yar-
brough stripped a provision 
from the bill in hopes Brew-

er will embrace the new ver-
sion.

Civil liberties and secular 
groups countered that Yar-
brough and the Center for 
Arizona Policy had sought to 
minimize concerns that last 
year’s bill had far-reaching 
and hidden implications. 
During the Senate debate 
Wednesday, Democrats said 
the bill could allow people 
to break nearly any law and 
cite religious freedom as a 
defense.

Yarbrough called those 
worries “unrealistic and un-
supported hypotheticals” and 
said criminal laws will con-
tinue to be prosecuted by the 
courts.

Rep. Chad Campbell of 
Phoenix, the Democratic 
minority leader, said during 
debate that gays and lesbians 
across the country would get 
the message that they’re not 

welcome in Arizona.
“We’re telling them, ‘We 

don’t like you. We don’t 
want you here. We’re not go-
ing to protect you,” he said.

But the House sponsor, 
Rep. Eddie Farnsworth, said 
the bill had been blown out 
of proportion.

“We’re making some 
tweaks here because of 
what’s been going on in oth-
er states where people have 
been punished for their be-
liefs,” Farnsworth said.

Senate President Andy 
Biggs, R-Gilbert, also said 
the Democrats were making 
too much of the bill’s effect.

“Sometimes people’s 
rhetoric tends to inflame 
instead of explain,” Biggs 
said. “And I would suggest 
if there is going to be a back-
lash because of 1062 ... it 
will because of the intemper-
ate and inaccurate rhetoric.”

Bill in favor of religious freedom riles advocates of gay rights

House Minority Leader Chad Campbell, (D) Phoenix, argues that House Bill 2153 would discriminate against gays 
and others on the House Floor in Phoenix on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2014. House Bill 2153, written by the conserva-
tive advocacty group Center for Arizona Policy and the Christian legal organization Alliance Defending Freedom, 
would allow individuals to use religious beliefs as a defense in a lawsuit filed by another individual.

AP Photo/The Arizona Republic, Michael Schennum
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FORT MEADE, Md. (AP) 
— A Guantanamo Bay pris-
oner pleaded guilty Thursday 
to war crime charges in a pre-
trial deal aimed at limiting his 
sentence to 15 years for help-
ing plan the suicide bombing 
of an oil tanker off Yemen in 
2002 that killed a crewman 
and wounded a dozen others.

The deal was widely ex-
pected to give him time to tes-
tify against Abd al-Rahim al-
Nashiri, who also faces terror 
charges in the tanker bombing 
and for allegedly orchestrating 
the 2000 al-Qaida attack on 
the USS Cole in the Yemeni 
port of Aden that killed 17 
sailors and wounded 37.

A military judge accept-
ed the plea deal and found 
Ahmed al-Darbi of Saudi Ara-
bia guilty of the five charges 
against him, including terror-
ism, attacking civilians and 
hazarding a vessel for com-
plicity in the al-Qaida attack 
on the French-flagged MV 
Limburg. Under the deal, the 
sentence could be capped if he 
cooperates with authorities.

Al-Darbi is a relative by 
marriage to one of the Sept. 
11 hijackers who crashed a 
plane into the Pentagon. He’s 
been at the prison in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, since August 
2002; the attack actually took 
place two months later. But 
prosecutors said he was an al-
Qaida operative who attended 
the group’s training camps and 
helped arrange the bombing 
by, among other things, buy-
ing small boats intended to be 
used to attack the tanker.

“Mr. al-Darbi was not pres-
ent ... did not actually physi-
cally take part in the attack, 
but he is guilty” of the crimes 
under U.S. law because he 

aided those who did, the pre-
siding judge, Air Force Col. 
Mark L. Allred, said as he re-
peatedly explained the law to 
al-Darbi. Speaking to al-Darbi 
through an interpreter, Allred 
said he couldn’t accept the 
guilty pleas until he was sure 
the accused completely under-
stood them. The judge spent 
close to two hours going over 
the case — charge by charge 
— and questioning al-Darbi 
on them.

Flanked by his civilian and 
military lawyers, the 39-year-
old al-Darbi wore a white 
dress shirt and a tie and repeat-
edly answered “yes, your hon-
or,” sometimes in English and 
sometimes in Arabic, to signi-
fy his understanding to Allred.

“Do you understand that 
you are legally responsible for 
these actions?” Allred asked.

“Yes,” al-Darbi said.
Allred said al-Darbi’s sen-

tencing would not be held for 
three and a half years.

If he complies with his part 
of the deal, his sentence could 
be limited to 15 years, minus 
the three and a half years that 
he will remain at Guantanamo 
Bay until sentencing proceed-
ings.

“Following sentencing ... 
it is possible Mr. al-Darbi will 
be repatriated to the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia to serve the 
remainder of his sentence to 
confinement in a Saudi Ara-
bian prison,” chief prosecutor 
Mark Martins said in a state-
ment released after the court 
hearing.

Allred said the plea deal 
also means al-Darbi waived 
his rights to a trial and an ap-
peal, that he won’t sue the 
U.S. over his capture, prosecu-
tion and confinement and that 

he will drop any lawsuit he 
may have pending.

Thursday’s ruling gives al-
Darbi at least a little more cer-
tainty about his future, said his 
civilian lawyer, Ramzi Kas-
sem, a longtime critic of the 
Guantanamo prison and the 
military tribunal system there 
that consigned men to indefi-
nite imprisonment.

“This is neither the time 
nor the place to comment on 
the fairness of the military 
commissions or on their le-
gitimacy,” Kassem said in a 
statement, noting al-Darbi had 
spent “twelve long and painful 
years in captivity.”

“What took place ... today 
grants Mr. al-Darbi a measure 
of certainty that his ordeal will 
end in the foreseeable future,” 
said the law professor at City 
University of New York who 
has also represented other 
Guantanamo prisoners.

The arraignment was in 
Cuba but was viewed by some 
journalists via closed circuit at 
Fort Meade military base near 
Baltimore.

Prosecutors said that from 
1996 to mid-2003, al-Darbi 
associated with members of 
al-Qaida including al-Nashiri 
and former head Osama bin 
Laden.

Al-Darbi bought the boat 
that was loaded with explo-
sives and detonated alongside 
the Limburg, prosecutors said. 
In addition to admitting to 
that Thursday, al-Darbi’s plea 
agreement also acknowledged 
that he had obtained visas for 
the Yemeni attack operatives, 
helped trained them and hired 
the boat crew, among other 
things.

Al-Darbi was captured 
at the airport in Baku, Azer-

baijan in June 2002. Several 
weeks later, he reportedly was 
taken blindfolded to the U.S. 
base in Bagram, Afghanistan, 
through which many if not 
most of the Guantanamo de-
tainees have passed. Before 
being transferred to Guanta-
namo, he says he was tortured 
at Bagram — was kicked and 
dragged around a room by 
U.S. troops while music blared 
in the background; was forced 
at times to kneel with his 
hands cuffed above his head 
through the night and was re-
peatedly interrogated, often 
while hooded. He also de-
scribes a process in which he 
was hooded, shaken violently 
and subjected to water poured 
over his head.

Thursday’s development 
represents the sixth time there 
has been a plea agreement 
with a detainee at Guantana-
mo Bay, which was opened in 
2002 to hold terrorist suspects 
captured in what was original-
ly then called the global war 
on terror.

In 2009, on the second day 
of his presidency, President 
Barack Obama ordered the 
detention center to be closed 
within one year, but opponents 
in Congress refuse to let the 
detainees come to the U.S. for 
trial, citing security risks to 
Americans. Lawmakers also 
have blocked the transfer and 
resettlement of some detainees 
to other nations, fearing they 
will return to terrorist havens 
upon their release.

There are 155 detainees 
held there now, down from 
a peak of about 660 a decade 
ago. Most were tried, trans-
ferred or cleared for release 
under President George W. 
Bush.

Finns give reindeer fluorescent antler makeovers 
HELSINKI (AP) — Rudolph the reindeer is having a 

glittering antler makeover — the latest attempt to halt some 
of the thousands of road deaths of the roaming caribou in 
the wilds of Finland.

Anne Ollila of the Finnish Reindeer Herder’s 
Association says the antlers of 20 reindeer have been 
painted with various fluorescent dyes to see how the 
animals react and whether the paints are resistant to the 
harsh Arctic climate.

If successful, animals with glittering antlers will be 
free to roam Lapland — a vast, deserted area in northern 
Finland where herders tend to some 200,000 reindeer.

Ollila says reflectors and reflective tape have proven 
unsuccessful as reindeer have torn them off — and road 
signs warning drivers of roaming reindeer often are stolen 
by tourists as souvenirs.

Burglary suspect arrested after leaving wallet 
DALLAS (AP) — Authorities say a teenager who 

burglarized a Dallas police officer’s apartment, taking his 
service weapon and ammunition, was apprehended after he 
lost his wallet as he fled.

Police reports say two witnesses chased 18-year-old 
Adrian Jimmerson when he was seen Feb. 13 carrying 
a pillowcase full of items. The suspect dropped the 
pillowcase as he jumped a fence, but his pants ripped and 
his wallet fell to the ground. A school identification card 
also was found. Jimmerson was arrested the next day.

He was being held Tuesday at the Dallas County jail on a 
charge of burglary of a habitation, with a bond of $10,000. 
A phone message left with his public defender, Frank 
Douglas, was not immediately returned.

Glitch leads to penny gas at N. Illinois station 
WOODSTOCK, Ill. (AP) — An error at northern Illinois 

gas station caused pumps to sell fuel for a penny a gallon.
The (Crystal Lake) Northwest Herald reports a Shell 

station in Woodstock wound up mistakenly selling the 
nearly-free fuel for about two hours Sunday night.

As word spread, cars lined up and jostled to fill-up.
Woodstock Police Sgt. Dennis Leard says authorities had 

to use an emergency shut-off to stop the sales before the gas 
station closed in order to reset the pumps to regular prices.

It wasn’t clear how much gas was sold.
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Duck country
this is  

On Deck in 
Sports!

For more events, 
visit stevensducks.com

Friday

Sunday

Saturday

 at Endicott College
1:00 p.m.

Men’s Lacrosse

vs Centennial College
Championships

All Day

Wrestling

at UNYSCSA/E8 
Championships

All Day

Women’s Swimming

vs Elmira College
8:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball

vs College Squad
Championships

10:00 a.m.

Women’s Fencing

Monday

vs Elmira College
6:00 p.m.

Men’s Basketball

vs No. 14 Stevenson 
University
6:00 p.m.

Men’s Volleyball

vs Emmanuel College
10:00 a.m.

vs No. 2 Rivier University
12:00 p.m.

Men’s Volleyball

Women’s 
Track and Field

at Princeton University
10:00 a.m.

Men’s Track and Field
at Princeton University

10:00 a.m.

vs Babson College
1:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis

vs Yeshiva University
1:00 p.m.

Baseball

at UNYSCSA/E8 
Championships

All Day

Men’s Swimming

at UNYSCSA/E8 
Championships

All Day

Women’s Swimming

at UNYSCSA/E8 
Championships

All Day

Men’s Swimming

Tuesday
at Farmingdale State

College
3:30 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse

vs College of Mount Saint 
Vincent

7:00 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse

SSI - The 13th-ranked Stevens 
Institute of Technology women’s 
swimming team is in second 
place after one day of competition 
at the UNYSCSA/Empire 8 
Championships .

 The Ducks have a team total 
of 251 points and trail Ithaca 
College – the Bombers have 282 
points. Union College is in third 
and Hartwick College is in fourth 
place, with Nazareth College 
currently holding fifth. 

Sophomore Elizabeth Heinbach 
and freshman Danielle Caruso went 
three-four in the 500-yard freestyle 
to open the 2014 conference 
championships, advancing to the 
championship final with times of 
5:08.95 and 5:09.10.

Sophomores Katlyn Christenson 
and Elena Piper placed ninth and 
10th in the 200-yard IM to move 
on to the consolation final (2:12.98, 
2:13.15), with junior Sharon 
Rooker advancing by way of a 
14th-place finish.

Sophomore Jennifer Rutledge 
and junior April Lawson went 
three-four in the 50-yard freestyle 
with times of 24.32 and 24.35, and 
junior Nicole Miller placed 12th 
after touching at 24.83.

To close the Day 1 prelims, 
Rooker, junior Brittany Geyer, 

junior Maria McClure and 
sophomore Jennifer Rutledge 
teamed to take the top-spot in the 
200-medley relay, earning the No. 
1 seed in the evening finals with a 
1:48.42.

Caruso opened the finals by 
taking second in the 500-yard 
freestyle. She earned 28 team 
points and an NCAA B-cut with a 
time of 5:02.45. Heinbach tallied 
26 points by taking fourth place, 

completing the race in 5:08.86.
Rooker, Christenson and Piper 

placed 11th, 12th and 13th in the 
200-IM, combining for 45 points 
with times of 2:12.90, 2:14.33 and 
2:14.38, respectively.

Rutledge carded a 24.14 in 
placing third in the 50-free (27 
points), with Lawson checking 
in sixth with a 24.20 (24 points). 
Miller was 10th with a 24.76 which 
brought home 17 team points.

In the final event of the night, the 
Ducks tallied 54 points and a third-
place finish when Rooker, Geyer, 
McClure and Lawson teamed for 
a 1:48.00 in the 200-medley relay.

Stevens will compete in the 
second of four days of action 
Thursday beginning at 10 a.m. 
The Ducks hope to win especially 
this year, as they are defending the 
coveted UNYSCSA/Empire 8 title 
from 2013.

Women’s swimming in second place for first day of E8 Championships

Courtesy of SSI

The Ducks defend their Empire 8 Champion title from 2013 and are in second place overall so far for the 2014 E8 Championships this spring.

SSI - The Stevens 
Institute of Technology 
men’s basketball team 
will host Elmira College 
Friday night at 6 p.m. in 
the Canavan Arena. Prior 
to the tip-off, Stevens will 
honor its senior class in 
guards Phillip DeSeignora, 
Andrew Meszaros and 
Matt Skrelja along with 
forward Max Schwartz. 
The Ducks will also 
recongnize senior student 
assist Kevin McManamy 
who has been an integral 
part of the program since 
2009-10.

Stevens comes into the 
game at 9-4 in the Empire 
8 and 16-8 overall. The 
Ducks have clinched a 
spot in the conference 
tournament but need to 
defeat Elmira and receive 
help if they want to host 
the conference tournament 
as the No. 1 seed.

Two weeks ago, 

Stevens came back from 
20 points down to defeat 
the Soaring Eagles, 60-58. 
Elmira is currently 10-
13 overall and 5-7 in the 
Empire 8.

The Ducks are tied 
with Hartwick College 
and Nazareth College at 
9-4 in the conference but 
Hartwick holds that head-
to-head tiebreaker. Alfred 
University is fourth in the 
conference standings and 
St. John Fisher College is 
fifth.

Stevens is currently 
34th nationally and second 
in the conference in assists 
and 37th in assists per 
game. The Ducks are No. 
50 in steals per game and 
51st in total steals.

Skrelja leads the 
conference in assists per 
game (5.2) and is 34th 
nationally. He is 23rd 
in the nation and No. 
2 in the conference in 

total steals and No. 1 in 
the conference and No. 
14 nationally in steals 
per game (2.62). Junior 
forward Patrick Sabatino 
is 57th in blocked shots 
per game (1.91) and 

second in the E8.
The Ducks are ranked 

fifth in the East Region in 
the second of four Regional 
Rankings released by the 
NCAA. Stevens had an 
in-region mark of 14-7 at 

the time of the rankings. 
Brockport is No. 1 in the 
East, Plattsburgh is No. 
2, Geneseo is third and 
Hobart is fourth.

The men’s basketball 
season ends in March.

Men’s basketball hosts Elmira for Senior Night

Courtesy of SSISenior forward Max Schwartz is one of five Stevens seniors honored on Friday night.

SSI – The nationally 
ranked No. 13 Stevens 
Institute of Technology 
men’s lacrosse team 
posted a convincing 21-4 
victory over the United 
States Merchant Marine 
Academy on Wednesday 
evening at the De Baun 
Athletic Complex to open 
its 2014 season.

Sophomore Andrew 
Scrutchfield netted the 
first goal of the season just 
1:34 into the contest to 
kick start an 8-0 run in the 
first period. Just 1:26 later, 
sophomore Matt Ferentini 

tallied a man-up goal off 
a feed from senior Charlie 
Cronin.

Senior Tim Culloty, 
junior Michael Maroon and 
freshman Connor Towne 
all picked up first quarter 
goals. Junior JP Giroux 
and sophomore Connor 
O’Shea handed out assists 
in the opening frame.

Scrutchfield put home 
six goals in the contest, 
while Ferentini scored 
three times with an assist. 
Cronin, Maroon and 
O’Shea all recorded three 
points for Stevens in the 

win.
Merchant Marine finally 

got on the board with 24 
seconds left in the first to 
end the period, 8-1. The 
Mariners then scored the 
opening goal of the second 
quarter, but Stevens rolled 
off six unanswered tallies 
to go up, 14-2. Stevens’ six-
goal run was highlighted 
by three straight from 
Scrutchfield and goals from 
senior Sean Scrudato and 
freshmen Jake Gargiulo 
and Jake Krantz. Freshman 
Scott Smullen picked up an 
assist in the run.

USMMA ended the 
streak with 2:13 remaining 
in the half, but Stevens 
recorded two more scores 
in the final 40 seconds to 
close out the half with a 
16-3 advantage.

In the second half, 
Ferentini, and four other 
sophomores – Michael 
Serrante, Colin Sawula, 
Anthony Raposo and Alex 
Haubrich all found the 
back of the net. Maroon, 
Raposo, sophomore 
Michael Ainbinder and 
senior Connor Lynch 
assisted on the second half 
goals.

Sophomores Brett 
Incollingo and Jeff 
Wyckoff each went 10-
for-13 at the face-off “X”. 
Incollingo also scooped up 
nine groundballs to lead 
the Ducks, while Wyckoff 
picked up eight.

Freshman Kevin 
Rafferty earned his first 
collegiate victory with 
seven saves in 37:37 
of action. Rafferty was 
replaced by classmate 
Anthony Setola, who 
stopped six shots in the 
final 22:23.

Stevens dominated 
in shots, 69-28, and 
groundballs, 65-27. The 
Ducks also went 18-for-

19 in clear attempts and 
caused 15 turnovers.

Up next for the Ducks 
is Endicott College on 
February 23 at 1 p.m. at 
Endicott.

Stevens will then host 
Springfield College (10-8) 
to welcome March for a 1 
p.m. start and then tangle 
up with a formidable 
Spring Break. The Ducks 
defeated all three teams 
last season – USMMA: 
14-8, Endicott: 21-9 and 
Springfield: 16-8.

On March 8th, the Ducks 
head to Long Island for 
a neutral contest against 
No. 3 SUNY Cortland at 
3:30 p.m. In the last two 
meetings between the 
heavyweights, Cortland 
has won each contest 
by one goal. Three days 
later, Stevens makes a trip 
to Medford, Mass. for a 
showdown with fourth-
ranked Tufts University 
(16-5) at 3:30 p.m. On the 
15th, the Ducks fly south 
to Baltimore for another 
neutral game versus No. 15 
Denison University (13-3) 
at 1 p.m. This will be the 
first meeting between the 
two schools to conclude 
the break.

The Ducks will play 
Endicott on Feb. 23rd.

Sophomore Andrew Scrutchfeld tallied six goals in the season-opening win against USMMA. Courtesy of SSI

No. 13 men’s lacrosse opens season with 21-4 victory
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